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What this Brochure is all about 


The last decade has witnessed an explosion in the demand 
of the federal government for new and timely information — 
about Canadians to support broad social programs and poli- 
cies with the result that more federally-sponsored survey __ 
research is being carried out now than ever before. : 
At the same time the federal government's survey re- 
search capability is becoming increasingly decentralized a id 
mechanisms are required to link survey experts into an 
effective network for the exchange of knowledge. 
Statistics Canada’s response to this challenge is t 
its expertise more available, at no cost, to a Pe 
researchers. / 


and 


Statistics Canada has assigned the coordination o this. i“ 

new service to the “Rule of Ten” Staff. ! 
We hope this brochure will answer your queen about | 

"this new service and our role in en it. 
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What is the “Rule of Ten’? 


It is a Treasury Board circular No. 1974-162 issued in Sept- 

ember, 1974, whose purpose is to identify procedures for de- 

partments wishing to undertake new surveys of more than 10 

respondents outside the Public Service. These procedures or 

guidelines are commonly referred to as “The Rule of Ten”. 
The objectives of these guidelines are: 


tet 


ie 
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To establish whether the need for information can be 
met wholly or partly from existing information; 

To ensure, in cases where the need for information 
cannot be met from existing sources, that new surveys 
are designed and carried out in conformance with 
appropriate statistical standards; that the burden on 
respondents is minimized; and that the usefulness of the 
data is maximized; and 

To ensure that the necessary interdepartmental co- 
ordination occurs during the planning of surveys and 
that the resulting information is made as widely avail- 
able as possible, subject to relevant confidentiality 
constraints. 
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When do I! contact the “Rule of Ten” Staff? 


Ideally, as soon as possible — when you have decided that 
you need information. It is at this time when plans aren't 
finalized that an informal consultation can be most meaning- 
ful. In this initial planning stage we can tell you about other 
studies and arrange meetings with researchers whose 
experience can be used to maximum advantage. 

If you have completed the planning stage, and have a 
survey design prepared, you are asked to submit a Planning 
Report and a final draft of the questionnaire or survey 
instrument for review to the Chief Statistician. These 
documents should be submitted in sufficient time to allow 
recommendations contained in the reply from the Chief 
Statistician to be irnplemented before your survey goes into 
the field. A guide on the preparation of Planning Reports is 
available and can be obtained by contacting the “Rule of 

en” Staff. 


in. off reply from tat : 
to his s equivalent in ‘your leoaea Other he 


Must | implement all recommendations made as a result of 
the review process? 


No. We feel that the suggestions resulting from the review 
process will be useful to sponsors who will exercise their 
own judgement on whether to accept or reject the advice 
given. Occasionally, where we feel that there are serious 
problems with a survey design which might mean that 
objectives would not be met, we will seek agreement about 
how the changes could be implemented or how survey 
objectives could be modified to resolve the problems. 


How long does a review take? 


Generally a review is completed within seven working days 
from the time we receive your documentation. However 
should you need to mount a survey in a hurry we will gear 
the review to your time constraints. 
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Who works in the “Rule of Ten’? 


The “Rule of Ten” Staff includes professionals and support 
staff experienced in survey design and implementation, data 
development, statistical and mathematical analysis, and 
research for policy planning and program evaluation. 

We view our role, however, as being primarily one of 
interfacing between the survey taker on the one hand and 
Statistics Canada resources and expertise on the other in 
providing consultation and advice in the design and imple- 
mentation of surveys. 


“Rule of Ten’ offices are on the 9th ae a th 
Purpose Building, Tunney’s Pasture and we. ca’ 
by telephone at the following numbers: 


996-3769 
996.3878 
996-3940 

or by writing to: 
“Rule of Ten” Stat, 
Special Surveys Coordination Division 
Statistics Canada, | 
Room 908. GP. Building. 
Tunney’s Pasture, 
Ottawa, Ontario 

KIA OT6. 
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